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has proved itself worthy of the confidence reposed in it, the Indian
community may have reason to congratulate itself, and will certainly
have risen very high indeed in the estimation of all thoughtful men.
Indian Opinion, 8-2-1908

33.    VOLUNTARY REGISTRATION
We have been informed that the work of voluntary registration
for all the Indians in the Transvaal and which has been accepted by
the Government commences in right earnest on Monday next, the 10th
instant, at Johannesburg, in the Old Dutch Church, Von Brandis Square,
from 9 o'clock in the morning, except on the first day, when it will be
from 10 o'clock. Due information will be given with reference to regis-
tration in other places, and it is stated that, except in Pretoria and
Johannesburg, the receiving of applications will be left in the hands of
the magistrates in the different parts.
The form of registration certificate and the form of application
have been considerably changed, in order to suit the new situation. Every
adult male Indian should present himself for registration, and all those
who are entitled to receive the certificate will be registered. Roughly,
those who are in possession of permits bonafide issued to them, and those
who are in possession of old Dutch registration certificates, being their
property, and all children who entered the country openly when they
were under the age of 16 years will be registered. The following may
be, to all intents and purposes, laid down as the rule regarding the
methods of identification:
(a)    At the discretion of the Registrar, signatures, that is to say
signatures well formed, bearing the impress of the signatory and not a
mere tracing of letters, will be accepted in place of finger-prints from
those who may possess property qualifications, or may be otherwise known
as residents of the Transvaal.
(b)    Signatures in place of finger-prints will be accepted from those
who possess educational qualification sufficient to satisfy the test under
the Immigrants' Restriction Act,
(c)    Those who have any real or conscientious objections to giving
ten finger-prints, and who do not fall under either of the above clauses,
may be allowed to give thumb-prints instead of digit-impressions.
Whilst all these are very liberal concessions, in our opinion, it
will be more becoming of the Indian community not to take advantage
of them. The main point having been secured, we are of opinion that
everyone should give digit-impressions without the slightest hesitation.
In any case, the leaders who have a right not to give finger-prints should
be the first to waive it and offer to give those impressions, so as to facilitate